
OPINION 

Fair treatment by cops is a right not a privilege: Reader views 
 
 
‘The horrific death of George Floyd has again brought this to the attention of the world.’ 
USA TODAY 
 

I am a white man. I live in the United States, so I have privilege. I am less statistically likely to be killed 
by a police officer than my black counterparts. Not getting killed by cops should not be a perk or a 
privilege. It should be the right of  every law-abiding citizen in this country. 

The horrific death of  George Floyd has again brought this to the attention of  the world. Black men are 
being killed by police officers. A young, black, law-abiding man named Botham Shem Jean was shot and 5 
killed in his own apartment when a white police officer wrongfully entered his home. This must end 
today. Do we shoot middle-age white men just because they are statistically more likely to be serial 
killers? I think not. 

The image of  Floyd having his neck pinned to asphalt begging for his life is a scene from Hitler’s 
Germany, not 21st century America. There is no excuse. 10 

I understand what police officers go through. My brother-in-law was a police officer and was killed in the 
line of  duty. I remember his funeral and the hundreds of  officers who attended. Yes, we in this house 
understand the pressures and sacrifices of  police officers. But there is no understanding of  the murder of  
innocent black men. I know countless black men who are afraid of  being stopped by the police, and 
being killed, simply for being black. 15 

I spoke to a friend today who is a white mother who adopted a black child. As he is a young man now, I 
hear the fear in her voice that her son, a gifted student and fantastic actor and singer, will be killed. This 
must end, by legislation and by purging police departments of  these monsters. No more excuses or 
endless discussions. 

Wiley Lowe; Flagler Beach, Fla. 
 
 
https://eu.usatoday.com/story/opinion/readers/2020/06/02/fair-treatment-cops-right-not-privilege-reader-
views/5292556002/ 


